Are you looking for a way
to incorporate what you
are experiencing in
worship into what you are
sharing in Children’s
Ministry? Perhaps you are
looking for a lectionary
based curriculum?

Lectionary Based

Children’s Ministry
Grow Ministries would like to recommend structuring your
Children’s Ministry around the Faith 5. This framework provides a
simple, yet powerful and relational ministry, for both children and
adults, that can be lectionary based.

The Grow Ministries Team can support your
congregation in Faith 5 Children’s Ministry by:
Talking with your Pastor and/or Ministry Teams to help understand your
context of ministry and how we can support you.
Helping you access Faith 5 bookmarks, Faith 5 key ring card sets and
Faith 5 PowerPoint slides.
Providing further information about how to lead a creative response.
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highs and lows

During the share time each person is invited to share a high and a low from their day or week—something that
was good and something that was not so good. This can be done in pairs, small groups or all together if your
group is small.
Sharing time together helps us to express our interest in one another: our hurts, our joys, our concerns and
dreams, our values, our faith. Caring conversations require time to be available to listen and speak.

read

your chosen story from the Bible.

If you are following the lectionary, consult with your pastor or worship planners about what text they are
focussing on. You could read it aloud together and invite children to highlight in their Bibles. Other ideas for
READ time:
Read chosen story from your favourite children's Bible.
Google or GodTube your chosen story for a suitable video or clip of the story.
A devotional life is a way to practise the presence of God through reading His word.

talk

about the Bible reading or story.

Wondering with children is a very special and non-threatening way to begin conversations. First allow a time for
children to wonder in silence and process what they have heard, then ask a wondering or open ended question,
e.g. “I wonder which part of this story you like the best?” Make sure you allow time for the children to wonder to
themselves and do not be afraid of silence. Sometimes children may not respond straight away as they are still
wondering. Invite them to wonder with one other person. Other ideas for TALK time:
You could discuss these ABCD questions:
A | What is the story About?
B | What is the Best thing in the story?
C | What is the most Challenging or Confusing thing in the story?
D | What does God want us to Do and what does God Do for us?
Lead a Creative Response time. A ‘Creative Response’ is a free choice creative activity time where you
provide a variety of materials for children to work with. The children’s response is to choose some materials
and create whatever the Holy Spirit leads them to create. Two options for materials are:
1. If you have a space that is only used for Children’s Ministry, then the materials could be left permanently
set up so they are all there each week. All you will need to do is keep up stock of your materials.
2. If you use a shared space, store your materials in plastic boxes and bring out different ones each week.
Boxes could be: playdough box, lego box, collage box, banner box.
For more information, see the “How to lead a Creative Response” handout.
We all need help in hearing what the Bible is saying to us in our everyday lives. "Sometimes we can better
process what we have heard when we are given the opportunity to reflect internally, and to use our gifts to
respond creatively.

pray

together

This can be done as a whole group or in small groups. Ideas for PRAY time:
Encourage children to pray for each other’s highs and lows and for their wider church community.
Set up a prayer board (this could be a whiteboard, blackboard or pin board with post-it notes) in your
Children’s Ministry space and invite children to add to it at any time during your session.
Conclude by praying The Lord's Prayer.
We all need help with the language of prayer and faith in daily life. We recommend encouraging families to
regularly include prayer time together in their homes, especially at meal times and bed times.

bless

each other

Make the sign of the cross on each other’s forehead or palm and say the words of the blessing to each other.
The blessing could be as simple as:
'May God be with you this day and always' or
‘The Lord bless you, (name)’
Or you can make up your own blessing. It may match the story of the day.
We all belong to God. It is great to develop a culture of blessing each other.

