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#5 
Children and 
young people 

are encouraged 
by spiritual 

relationships with 
Christian friends 
through quality, 
age-specific 

ministry.  
(Camping 
and peer 

relationships.) 
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A continual, ongoing  
drawing near to God
Grasping the privileged relationship 
we have with God and how it 
connects so profoundly to the cross
Getting used to the full, complete 
and unconditional forgiveness we’ve 
received – that we so often struggle to 
come to terms with on a daily basis.

We think it would be pretty tough to try 
and talk about even one of these areas 
in a short devotion at the end of a games 
night. We also know that the kind of hope 
that will grip the hearts of children and 
young people will only come through an 
encounter with the risen and reigning Lord 
Jesus Christ.

• How can we tweak our peer ministry 
to help children and young people 
draw near to God and renew them in 
their baptismal identity?

• In what specific ways could you spur 
one another on toward love and 
good deeds?  How have you been 
encouraged  by your Christian friends 
or family members?

• Is there anything your congregation 
could do to encourage people to 
regularly meet together to study God’s 
word?

Children need to hang out with 
children.  Teenagers need to hang out 
with teenagers. We agree that while 
intergenerational relationships are 
important, so are quality peer relationships 
based on a solid foundation. Peer 
ministry is about more than gathering for 
‘something.’ It is an intentional gathering 
that leads children and young people into 
deeper communion with God and one 
another.

Right before our theme verses, the writer 
of Hebrews gives the foundation and core 
of what spurs on the encouragement and 
fellowship that young people often discover 
in quality peer ministry.
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God loves to speak into our lives. How 
might you create space to be with God 
and receive encouragement and strength 
as He speaks to you? 

Think about a Christian friend who 
encouraged you.  What did they do that 
was significant?

Can you recall a time when God used your 
friends or family to speak into your life?

Share a memory from a Christian camp 
or youth group.  What made this event 
special?

Pray for each other, your congregation and 
the world.

Bless each other with these words:  
(Name), child of God, may you be 
encouraged to live in the hope we have in 
our risen Lord Jesus. Amen.

Hebrews 10:24-25

Let us consider how we can stir up one 
another to love. Let us help one another 
to do good works. And let us not give up 
meeting together. Some are in the habit of 
doing this. Instead, let us encourage one 
another with words of hope. Let us do 
this even more as you see Christ’s return 
approaching.
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PEER RELAT IONSHIPS

A Guiding Word


