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THE INVOCATION: 
What’s in a name? 

THE CONFESSION: 
Who are we really?

THE ABSOLUTION: 
Washed clean

PASSING THE PEACE

THE INTROIT: 
Come on in

LORD, HAVE MERCY: 
Remember who you are

THE SONG OF PRAISE:
Thank God!

THE GREETING: 
Who is with us?

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY:
Let’s collect our thoughts

THE READINGS:  
Let’s hear it for the Word  

THE SERMON:  
God’s message for today

THE CREED:  
What we believe
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THE OFFERING PRAYER: 
Let’s thank God for His gifts

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH:  
Hear our prayer

THE PREFACE:  
We begin the second journey

THE SANCTUS:  
Praise God, He is holy!

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
Our Father in heaven

THE WORDS OF 
INSTITUTION: Simple but true

PEACE OF THE LORDI: 
Peace to you

LAMB OF GOD:  A lamb goes 
uncomplaining forth

THE DISTRIBUTION:  
Take and eat ... Take and drink

THE SONG OF SIMEON: 
Thank God we’ve met Jesus

THE BLESSING: 
Go in God’s grace

THE FLOW OF WORSHIP
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Look at Moses’ first encounter with God in Exodus 3:13-16. Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the 
Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is 
his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to 
say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The 
LORD, the God of your fathers--the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob--has sent 
me to you.’ This is my name forever, the name by which I am to be remembered from generation to 
generation.’’ Moses wanted to know God’s name. Only then could he get a handle on God. Only with 
his name could he form a relationship.

God has bound himself to his name. Matthew 18:20 says, “For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there I am in the midst of them.” When we ask God to be present, we have his 
promise that he will be. In the invocation, we are asking God to be present and we are also confessing 
that we know he will be. We are saying that his name is powerful. 

We begin the service with the Invocation. The term comes from the Latin word 
invocare, which means ‘to call upon.’ We find it in the English word invoke.  
In the invocation, we firstly call upon God. We can only do that because God has 
revealed his name to us.

THE INVOCATION:
What’s in a name? 

The invocation also reminds us of our baptism. The words used are the same as in our baptism. 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19

Luther said that we should daily remember our baptism and what it means for us now. Every week in 
church, the invocation reminds us how we can come before God and worship him; and that through 
baptism we became part of God’s family.

Deuteronomy 28:58b
Revere this glorious and awesome name—the Lord your God.

Psalm 30:4

Sing the praises of the LORD, you his faithful people; praise his holy name.

Psalm 135:13

Your name, Lord, endures forever, your renown, Lord, through all 
generations.

Colossians 3:17  

And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

What does the Bible say 
about the name of God?
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