
Grow Ministries, Talking Points is a resource designed as a 
small group Bible study to encourage you on your journey in faith.

These studies are designed as a guide allowing discussion to 
organically unfold as you work through with your group. There is 
no pre-reading or planning required. 

There are three volumes available and each includes five sessions.

We pray this resource provides a wonderful opportunity to share and discuss life and faith 
together with others.Please contact Grow Ministries if you have any questions, or would like to 
know more about other resources we provide.

Blessings, T he Grow Ministries team

The format we use follows the headings: 
Story, Share, Context, Read, Talk,  
Pray and Bless.

StoryStory  – this is used to capture the 
essence of the topic. It may take the form 
of a testimony or a reflection. This allows 
participants to begin thinking about the 
main topic of discussion.

ShareShare  – choose from the selection of 
questions provided allowing participants 
to get to know one another and share 
their thoughts. You are invited to discuss 
as many questions as you would like or to 
come up with your own.

ContextContext  – provides a more in-depth 
understanding of the topic.

ReadRead  - provides the Biblical foundation. 

TalkTalk  - questions and conversation 
starters to discuss and dig into the topic 
and the Bible readings. 

In the PrayPray  and BlessBless  sections we 
provide some prayer points for you. We 
provide a blessing you can use with each 
other with at the conclusion of your session.

Talking Points Volume One
S E S S I O N  1S E S S I O N  1 - What is Church? 

S E S S I O N  2S E S S I O N  2  - What does faith do? 

S E S S I O N  3S E S S I O N  3  - Can we earn our way to God’s love?

S E S S I O N  4S E S S I O N  4  - Why do bad things happen? 

S E S S I O N  5S E S S I O N  5  - What are your spiritual gifts? 
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Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 

profess, for he who promised is faithful. And 

let us consider how we may spur one another 

on toward love and good deeds, not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but encouraging one another—and all 

the more as you see the Day approaching.    

H E B R E W S  1 0 : 2 3 - 2 5H E B R E W S  1 0 : 2 3 - 2 5

storystory
Gifts are abilities God gives to meet the needs of 

others in Christ’s name: speaking, encouraging, 

serving, evangelising, teaching, leading, administering, 

counselling, discipling, organising. Graces, often called 

spiritual fruit, are beauties of character; love, joy, peace, 

humility, gentleness, self-control. Spiritual gifts are what 

we do; spiritual fruit is what we are. 
Tim Keller

1. Share and discuss what you think your spiritual  

gifts are and then what your spiritual fruits are? 

reflectreflect

V O L U M E  1   
V O L U M E  1   S E S S I O N  5

S E S S I O N  5 WHAT ARE YOUR  
WHAT ARE YOUR  SPIRIT UAL GIFTS?

SPIRIT UAL GIFTS?

readread
1 Corinthians 12:4-11There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit  

distributes them. There are different kinds of service,  

but the same Lord. There are different kinds of   

working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the  

same God at work.Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is  

given for the common good. To one there is given  

through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another  

a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,  

to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts  

of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous 

powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing 

between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of 

tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 

All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he 

distributes them to each one, just as he determines.
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to enable 

you to live a life worthy of his call. May he give you 

the power to accomplish all the good things your faith 

prompts you to do. Then the name of our Lord Jesus 

will be honored because of the way you live, and you 

will be honored along with him. This is all made possible 

because of the grace of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ.

Galatians 5:22-26But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our 

lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 

against these things!Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the 

passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross 

and crucified them there. Since we are living by the 

Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of 

our lives. Let us not become conceited, or provoke one 

another, or be jealous of one another.

notes

storystory
‘I hear people at church say things like, “God works out all things for good,” and it makes me cringe. It’s a nice cliché until you’re the one faced with a family that’s being torn to pieces by cancer. When my mum died someone told me, “your mum’s at peace now, it’s all part of God’s plan.” Why would I want to have anything to do with that kind of God?’

Here are some ways people respond to suffering;• Experiencing pain in life means God is not good   or loving.
• God doesn’t care and isn’t powerful enough to stop bad things happening. (Where are you God and why aren’t you helping me?)

• God must not exist at all.
• Karma – the worldview that says you get what   you deserve in this life according to your actions   in a previous life. (What did I do to deserve this?)• God is angry at me and is inflicting bad things  upon my life.

1. What stories come to mind about difficult times  in your community or your own life?
2. What are some common clichés people use   in times of crisis?

reflectreflect

V O L U M E  1   V O L U M E  1   
S E S S I O N  4S E S S I O N  4

WHY DO BAD T HINGS WHY DO BAD T HINGS HAPPEN?HAPPEN?

read read ++  talktalk
John 16:32-33
John shares something that is really important for any Christian or person exploring Christianity. It is about what it means to follow Jesus.

Hard times will come. You will experience grief  and loss.
• Can you think of any suffering that has led    to something good?
• What assurance can you take from Jesus’ words?

notes

contextcontext

storystory
The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in 
ourselves than we ever dared believe, yet at the very 
same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus 
Christ than we ever dared hope. Timothy J Keller 

Believing in the goodness of the human heart and/or  
our ability to make things right with God on our own 
(what we’ve done, what we’re doing or what we will do 
later) are the world’s – and often our - biggest delusions. 

Without justification (being found righteous, acquitted, 
forgiven and free through all that Jesus has done for  
us) there is no good news and everything we’ve ever 
feared all comes crashing down on our shoulders. 

The gospel points us away from ourselves and anything  
to do with our performance in life. 

To be justified means to be a person who has received 
forgiveness and new life in Christ because of the actions 
of another. 

It’s a gift of grace – never earned or deserved.

It’s never about how good you’ve been or how well 
you’ve behaved – you could never do enough to earn 
your way to God – ever. 

It’s about how flawless Jesus is as he stands in for you, 
saturating you in all of his goodness, love and holiness. 

Jesus presents you to God the Father without spot or 
stain – forever justified, righteous and forgiven. His child.

1. Why does God accept you as one of his children? 

2. Do you ever feel like God can’t love or accept you?

reflectreflect

V O L U M E  1   V O L U M E  1   

S E S S I O N  3S E S S I O N  3

CAN WE EARN OUR  CAN WE EARN OUR  
WAY TO GOD’S LOVE?WAY TO GOD’S LOVE?

readread
Romans 8:1-4; 31b-39

Galatians 2:15-21

notes

contextcontext

storystory
In the U.S. in 2005, Christian Smith and Melina 
Lundquist Denton completed a survey about what young 
people believe. After their results were compiled, they 
coined the phrase ‘Moralistic Therapeutic Deism (MTD).’ 
Under this term, they found these five things in common 
with many young people: 
1. A God exists who created and ordered the world   

and watches over human life.2. God wants people to be good, nice and fair to one  
another as taught in the Bible, and in other religions.3. The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel   

good about oneself.
4. God does not need to be particularly involved in life  

except when God is needed to help solve a problem.5. Good people go to heaven when they die.Does ‘Moralistic Therapeutic Deism’ occur in Australia?  
Can MTD be backed up biblically? How?  Is this the kind of faith that Luther says ‘…is not an idle 

thought, but (faith) frees us from death, produces new  
life in our hearts and is a work of the Holy Spirit.’?  
Apology of the Augsburg Confession,  Article 4: Justification

(Quote from Faith and Belief in Australia - 2017;   
www.mccrindle.com.au). 
‘Generation X believe that affluence (wealth and health) 
has had an impact on faith and belief in Australia.  
‘In Australia, we are quite well off.  We have got a good 
life. People turn to religions when times are tough and  
I don’t think the times are as tough anymore. People 
know more about religion so they’re not sold on one 
story; they don’t think, “‘If I don’t pray and ask for 
forgiveness, I’m going to hell.”’ People don’t buy that 
story anymore. They know too much.’Discuss this quote.  

1. Do people turn to religion in tough times?  2. Is Australia generally disaffected with religion?   
Is this because of its wealth, or is there something 
else?  

3. Is the ‘pray and ask for forgiveness, or I’m going to  
hell’ tenet the basic understanding of Christianity,   
and if so, how does this affect faith?4. What are the benefits of faith?  5. What are some inherent difficulties in seeing faith   

as only a ‘stamp of approval’ for salvation alone?   
A better way to ask this question is: if I am only 
looking out for my salvation, what kind of faith is that?  

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and   
assurance about what we do not see. Hebrews 11:1Every significant Bible character comes to a crisis  

of faith. They come in many different shapes and forms: 
from Abraham and Sarah in understanding the covenant,  
to Moses and his return to Egypt into the gaping jaws  
of the Egyptian lion; from Esther and her difficult future  
in balancing marriage and religion, to Mary, the mother  
of Jesus, in accepting God’s will in her life by faith.   
When times were tough, biblical figures had to make  
difficult decisions about keeping or discarding their faith.In our contemporary Western culture, faith has been 

termed ‘irrelevant’ and ‘a crutch for the weak-minded.’

When times become harder, faith is not necessarily 
shed, but it is changed for something more culturally 
sensitive and palatable.
What is the value of the belief and the blessing that 
arises from a trusting faith in the creator of ‘the universe 
formed at God’s command, so that what was seen was 
not made out of what was visible?’ Hebrews 11:3

reflectreflect

reflectreflect

V O L U M E  1   
V O L U M E  1   
S E S S I O N  2
S E S S I O N  2 WHAT DOES FAIT H DO?

WHAT DOES FAIT H DO?

contextcontext

storystory
Talk about the most impressive churches you have ever 

seen or visited. What impressed you?

We teach that one holy Church is to continue forever.  

The Church is the congregation of saints, in which the 

Gospel is rightly taught and the Sacraments are rightly 

administered. The Augsburg Confession Article VII

The Church exists for nothing else but to draw men into 

Christ, to make them little Christs. If they are not doing 

that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons,  

even the Bible itself, are simply a waste of time. God 

became Man for no other purpose. CS Lewis

contextcontext

1. How is the church currently viewed by the world? reflectreflect

notes

readread + + talktalk

Acts 2: 42-47

• What is your church doing to make it a welcoming   

 place that may bring people to know Christ? 

Hebrews 10: 25

• What is the cost and reward of meeting together   

 as we are encouraged to do in Hebrews? 

1 Corinthians 12: 12-26

• How does your church community live out    

 this reading?

• Metaphorically speaking if you were a part of the   

 body, what part would you be?

• As a group thanking God for the gift the church   

 is to individuals and the community.

• For the parts of the body of Christ that are weak.

• For a shift from selfish expectation to a loving   

 and receptive approach to every facet of church   

 life together

praypray

blessbless
Bless each other with these words or make up your own.

You belong to the Lord and are part of His 

household forever. Amen.
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