
Grow Ministries, Talking Points is a resource designed as a 
small group Bible study to encourage you on your journey in faith.

These studies are designed as a guide allowing discussion to 
organically unfold as you work through with your group. There is 
no pre-reading or planning required. 

There are three volumes available and each includes five sessions.

We pray this resource provides a wonderful opportunity to share and discuss life and faith 
together with others.Please contact Grow Ministries if you have any questions, or would like to 
know more about other resources we provide.

Blessings, T he Grow Ministries team

The format we use follows the headings: 
Story, Share, Context, Read, Talk,  
Pray and Bless.

StoryStory  – this is used to capture the 
essence of the topic. It may take the form 
of a testimony or a reflection. This allows 
participants to begin thinking about the 
main topic of discussion.

ShareShare  – choose from the selection of 
questions provided allowing participants 
to get to know one another and share 
their thoughts. You are invited to discuss 
as many questions as you would like or to 
come up with your own.

ContextContext  – provides a more in-depth 
understanding of the topic.

ReadRead  - provides the Biblical foundation. 

TalkTalk  - questions and conversation 
starters to discuss and dig into the topic 
and the Bible readings. 

In the PrayPray  and BlessBless  sections we 
provide some prayer points for you. We 
provide a blessing you can use with each 
other with at the conclusion of your session.

Talking Points Volume Two
S E S S I O N  1S E S S I O N  1 - What do I believe? 

S E S S I O N  2S E S S I O N  2  - How do we live an authentic faith? 

S E S S I O N  3S E S S I O N  3  - What is my testimony?

S E S S I O N  4S E S S I O N  4  - How do we evangelise?

S E S S I O N  5S E S S I O N  5  - How do you make decisions? 
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Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 

profess, for he who promised is faithful. And 

let us consider how we may spur one another 

on toward love and good deeds, not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but encouraging one another—and all 

the more as you see the Day approaching.    
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storystory
Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 

everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for 

all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, 

which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace 

will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ 

Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7 

contextcontext

Have you ever had a difficult decision to make?  

reflectreflect
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DECISIONS?

Since Adam and Eve, we have a propensity to choose 

what we want, when we want it, and how we want to 

get it. It’s all about me. Paul refers to this obsession with 

self as “the flesh” – we refer to this as our fallen human 

nature. 
In baptism, this old fallen human nature, was nailed to 

the cross with Jesus. And in your baptism, you were 

clothed in Christ and have been joined to Jesus in his 

resurrection.
Don’t let sin rule your body. After all, your body is bound 

to die, so don’t obey its desires. Romans 6:2-4

Living in our baptismal identity, we daily drown or crucify 

the “self” and surrender to Christ.  
I have died, but Christ lives in me. And I now live by faith 

in the Son of God, who loved me and gave his life for 

me. Galations 2:20The world bombards us with options that often fall short 

of what God wants for us – particularly with respect 

to individualism, consumerism, careerism, hedonism, 

sexuality.  

Followers of Jesus do not let the world push them into 

its mould, but march to the beat of Jesus’ drum.  

Dear friends, God is good. So I beg you to offer your 

bodies to him as a living sacrifice, pure and pleasing. 

That’s the most sensible way to serve God. Don’t be like 

the people of this world, but let God change the way you 

think. Then you will know how to do everything that is 

good and pleasing to him. Romans 12:1-2

And the evil one targets us through deception, 

temptation, accusation.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 

come that they may have life, and have it to the full.  

John 10:10  
Every choice we make has consequences. As followers 

of Jesus, we trust Jesus as our Master.  When we do life 

with Jesus, we submit ourselves to him and trust that his 

Word is truth and life. Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on 

your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and 

he will show you which path to take. Proverbs 3:5-6  readread
Matthew 4:1-11The devil challenged Jesus to make a decision. How did 

Jesus resist the temptations of the evil one? What can 

we do when the evil one seeks to deceive and tempt us? 

storystory
Begin this session by watching the following YouTube clip.Skit Guys clip: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YxKGGven9_U  (4.42)

Evangelism is the verbal sharing of the good news of Jesus Christ with others. Craig NessanRelational evangelism; genuine caring human relationships rather than merely transactions of information of goods and services. God sends us to approach people as people, not as consumers.  Dean Eaton
Evangelism is usually dedicated to bringing people in to the church rather than sending people out with the good news. The church focuses on how to get people more involved. More recently there is a movement to concentrate on discipleship not membership. It is time to reclaim the idea that the local congregation serves not only members but everyone the local community within reach of the congregation’s ministry. This does not limit the reach of a congregation away from global issues and relationships. Sometimes is seems more exciting and exotic to do ministry half way around the world than in one’s own backyard. It doesn’t need to be an either/or it can be a both/and. It is a way to reflect the life of the kingdom of God in Christ in any locale in any context. The evangelism of the church, the entire body of Christ around the world, promotes and establishes personal contact, personal relationships with others wherever the people of God may be. That outreach takes place fundamentally through the sacrifice of giving one’s time, commitment and resources to attend to others, whether they are in the other room, next door, in a shelter or business office, across the ocean, on a college campus or in a refugee camp.

contextcontext
1. Discuss the clip.
2. What is your definition of evangelism?3. Why does God ask Christians to make disciples in the first place?

4. Discuss the positive and negative ways to evangelise.

reflectreflect
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HOW DO WE EVANGELISE?

notes

storystory
I was traveling on an international Lutheran Youth 
Encounter team of 7 people, aged 22 and 23, around the 
USA, Germany and Denmark. 

We were essentially a traveling band and would play 
concerts for churches, youth groups and camps. In 
Europe we were playing in more state schools and were 
able to talk about God openly. 

During our concert we would sing songs, have sing-
along songs, drama, puppets and a sharing or testimony 
time. Usually with the sing-alongs we would hand out 
percussion instruments for audience participation and 
fun. I was the lead singer so because I did not have an 
instrument I was free to roam the room to hand out these 
instruments. 

One day in Denmark we were playing a concert to a 
large group of high school students. During the song as 
I was handing out the instruments I noticed a boy at the 
back who was not really involved during the concert so 
I thought I might give him a chance to join in. He put his 
head down and hugged his legs close to his body. Big 
answer “no, he was not interested at all.” 

At the end of the concert he came up to me as we were 
packing up the cords and instruments. He said, “I am 
sorry I didn’t take the instrument but I couldn’t join in with 
something I don’t believe. It is clear watching you sing that 
you really believe in this stuff. I have 2 minutes before  
I have my next class. Tell me why I should believe in God. 

Christine  

You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its 
saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer 
good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot. You are the light of the world. A town built on 
a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp 
and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, 
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 
Matthew 5:13-16

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age. Matthew 28:19-20

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that 
you profess your faith and are saved. As Scripture says, 
“Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 
For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the 
same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call 
on him for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved.” How, then, can they call on the one they 
have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they 
hear without someone preaching to them? And how 
can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news!” Romans 10:9-15

contextcontext

1. Have you ever had someone ask you why you believe 
in God? How did you answer them? 

2. How would you describe God’s relationship with you 
and your relationship with God?

reflectreflect
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storystory
Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the 
ways you can, in all the places you can, to all the people you 
can, as long as ever you can. Attributed to John WesleyOur greatest fear should not be of failure, but of succeeding 

at things in life that don’t really matter. Francis ChanIf he have faith, the believer cannot be restrained. He betrays 
himself. He breaks out. He confesses and teaches the 
Gospel to the people at the risk of life itself. Martin LutherYou are responsible for what you say, but also for what you 

do not say. Martin Luther
True discipleship involves deep relationships. Jesus did 
not simply lead a weekly bible study. He lived life with his 
disciples and taught them through his actions as well as his 
words. Francis Chan
It matters a great deal what we believe, because what we 
believe will dictate how we live. Nicky Gumbel

contextcontext

Discuss these quotes.

reflectreflect
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Read the following bible verses for God’s words of 
encouragement to live an authentic faith.Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. 

Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the 

wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the 
company of mockers. Psalm 1:1Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. Guide 

me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my 
Saviour, and my hope is in you all day long. Psalm 25:4-5Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 

and take up their cross daily and follow me. Luke 9:23Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to 
figure out everything on your own. Listen for God’s voice 
in everything you do, everywhere you go; he’s the one 
who will keep you on track. Don’t assume that you know 
it all. Run to God! Run from evil! Your body will glow with 
health, your very bones will vibrate with life! Honour God 
with everything you own;  give him the first and the best. 
Your barns will burst, your wine vats will brim over. But 
don’t, dear friend, resent God’s discipline; don’t sulk 
under his loving correction. It’s the child he loves that 
God corrects; a father’s delight is behind all this.  
Proverbs 3:6-12 
And by this we know that we have come to know him, if 
we keep his commandments. Whoever says “I know him” 
but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him, but whoever keeps his word, in him 
truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may know 
that we are in him: whoever says he abides in him ought 
to walk in the same way in which he walked. 1 John 2: 3-6

storystory
Listen to the song - This I Believe (The Creed) by Hillsong. 

Look specifically at the lyrics.      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FtUNQpu2b7Q 

Throughout the course of history Christians have needed 

to be clear on what the bible teaches, especially in times 

when differing views have arisen.  At times Christians 

have developed creeds and confessions to unite people 

in a common belief and to protect the church from 

teaching that may not clearly align with what the bible 

teaches. 

The Apostles Creed was written to help prepare people 

for baptism as early as the 2nd Century. 

The Nicene Creed was first developed in 325 AD at 

a significant assembly of Church leaders to state as 

clearly as humanly possible that Jesus Christ is true God 

equal with the Father and that the Holy Spirit is also true 

God, equal with the Father and the Son. It was a timely 

statement to unite the church at a time when some were 

questioning Jesus’ divinity and how the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit related to one another as the Triune God. 

Both of these creeds are still commonly used today.

In the years following 1517 (the beginning of the 

Reformation), those who followed Luther’s stand against 

the corrupt practices and teaching of the church of his 

time, needed to express clearly what they believed the 

scriptures taught us. 

The Augsburg Confession was written in 1530 as a 

statement of the chief articles of the Christian faith as 

understood by Lutherans.  

In 1580 the 3 ecumenical creeds of the church (including 

the Apostles and Nicene creeds) and a series of other 

documents (including the Augsburg Confession), were 

collated and became known as The Book of Concord. 

Concord means ‘an agreement’. 

contextcontext

Talk about the different roles of God the Father, God the 

Son and God the Holy Spirit.

reflectreflect
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notes


