
Grow Ministries, Talking Points is a resource designed as a 
small group Bible study to encourage you on your journey in faith.

These studies are designed as a guide allowing discussion to 
organically unfold as you work through with your group. There is 
no pre-reading or planning required. 

There are four volumes available and each includes five sessions.

We pray this resource provides a wonderful opportunity to share and discuss life and faith 
together with others.Please contact Grow Ministries if you have any questions, or would like to 
know more about other resources we provide.

Blessings, T he Grow Ministries team

The format we use follows the headings: 
Story, Reflect, Context, Read, Talk,  
Pray and Bless.

StoryStory  – this is used to capture the 
essence of the topic. It may take the form 
of a testimony or a reflection. This allows 
participants to begin thinking about the 
main topic of discussion.

ReflectReflect  – choose from the selection of 
questions provided allowing participants 
to get to know one another and share 
their thoughts. You are invited to discuss 
as many questions as you would like or to 
come up with your own.

ContextContext  – provides a more in-depth 
understanding of the topic.

ReadRead  - provides the Biblical foundation. 

TalkTalk  - questions and conversation 
starters to discuss and dig into the topic 
and the Bible readings. 

In the PrayPray  and BlessBless  sections we 
provide some prayer points for you. We 
provide a blessing you can use with each 
other with at the conclusion of your session.

Talking Points Volume Four
S E S S I O N  1S E S S I O N  1 - How can I be sure God exists? 

S E S S I O N  2S E S S I O N  2  - Has science disproven Christianity? 

S E S S I O N  3S E S S I O N  3  - Isn’t the Bible just the work of people?

S E S S I O N  4S E S S I O N  4  - You’re a Christian? Good for you!  
                   It’s just not for me.

S E S S I O N  5S E S S I O N  5  - I believe in God, but worship isn’t for me. 
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Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 

profess, for he who promised is faithful. And 

let us consider how we may spur one another 

on toward love and good deeds, not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but encouraging one another—and all 

the more as you see the Day approaching.    

H E B R E W S  1 0 : 2 3 - 2 5H E B R E W S  1 0 : 2 3 - 2 5

storystory
Surveys and census figures consistently show that a 

much larger proportion of Australians say that they are 

Christian or believe in God than attend worship service, 

even sporadically. Many of our neighbours, friends and 

family believe in God but have decided that worship is 

not for them.

Martin Luther claimed that everyone is a worshipper. No 

race on earth has ever been so bad that it didn’t set up 

and hold some kind of worship. Everyone has set up a 

special god of his own, and looks to him for good things, 

help, and comfort.For Luther, the way to work out what you worship is to 

observe what you do in trying times, when you need 

help. What do you turn to for assistance? How do you 

get a sense of higher purpose or meaning in life? When 

looked at this way, it can become clear that the question 

is not whether you worship, but what you worship. 

Luther adds: Anything you set your heart on and rely on 

is really your god.Sport, shopping, family, entertainment and food are all 

gifts of God that are given to us for joy. But when they 

replace God, our use of them takes on a form of worship 

– worshipping the created thing rather than the Creator.

God commands Sabbath observance in the third 

commandment, and in passages like Hebrews 10:24-25.  

And let us consider how we may spur one another on 

towards love and good deeds, not giving up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 

encouraging one another – and all the more as you see 

the Day approaching.But the call to Christian worship is more fundamentally 

a promise. The centre of Christian worship is the real 

presence of Jesus Christ who says, “I am among you 

as one who serves.” Worshipping other gods requires 

us to give, and is ultimately never fulfilled in return. But, 

in Christian worship God serves us. The Holy Spirit 

gathers us to receive the forgiveness of sins and a good 

conscience. It is God who is primarily at work giving us 

the Holy Spirit and the fruits of the Spirit, and drawing 

us into communion with him and all heaven. He is the 

fullness of life itself.

contextcontext
1. What do you think is behind this disconnect between 

belief in God and worship? Is it a new problem?

2. Can you worship without attending a worship service?

3. Is it possible to live a life without any worship?

reflectreflect

V O L U M E  4   
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S E S S I O N  5
I  BELIEVE IN GOD, BUT 

I BELIEVE IN GOD, BUT 
WORSHIP ISN’T FOR ME.

WORSHIP ISN’T FOR ME.

notes

storystory
A bowl of soup looks different to a hungry person compared to someone who has just had a pizza delivered. In a similar way, the Gospel of Jesus Christ can look very different for someone who has experienced guilt, strife and deep sorrow compared to someone who lives in a nice house and binge-watches TV. Prosperity and mass entertainment can dull us to some of the realities of life, to the point where we simply don’t care. 

The book of Deuteronomy is Moses’ (and God’s) speech to the people of Israel just before they enter the Promised Land. For 40 years they’d lived it tough, depending on God’s daily provision of manna from heaven. But all of that was about to change. In chapter 8, Moses tells them: “For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and hills, a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, a land…” (verses 7-9) You get the picture. 
But then Moses warns: “Take care lest you forget the Lord your God by not keeping his commandments and his rules and his statutes, which I command you today, lest, when you have eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied, then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the Lord your God.” (verses 11-14) Forgetting God is a temptation that comes with prosperity, and God knows it. In chapter 8, Moses goes on to remind the people of all that God has done for them in difficult times. And then he also reminds them that the good times are a gift from God: “Beware lest you say in your heart ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’” (verse 17) Lastly, he adds a warning that those who forget God shall surely perish. These three responses of Moses can be instructive for us too.

contextcontext
1. When are the times that you’ve been most receptive to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in your life?2. What is the line between a good use and a detrimental use of entertainment?

reflectreflect

V O L U M E  4   V O L U M E  4   
S E S S I O N  4S E S S I O N  4

YOU’RE CHRIST IAN? GOOD FOR 
YOU’RE CHRIST IAN? GOOD FOR YOU! IT ’S JUST NOT FOR ME.
YOU! IT ’S JUST NOT FOR ME.

notes

storystory
The ancient Romans had an important myth about how 
the city of Rome came to be. A long time ago there 
lived two brothers, Romulus and Remus. One day they 
had a kind of contest for divine favour, to see whom the 
gods approved of the most. The contest was one of 
augury, that is, the observance of birds in the sky – as 
the heavens were the place of divinity. Remus saw six 
birds flying together and was quite pleased with himself. 
But then Romulus saw twelve birds and claimed victory. 
Jealous and religious rivalry between the two erupted, 
and Remus died, killed either directly or indirectly by 
Romulus. As victor, Romulus founded a city which he 
named after himself – Rome. 

Critics of Christianity have, in modern times, been keen 
to point out the similarities of this myth with the biblical 
story of Cain and Abel. In both stories there are two 
brothers in a contest for divine favour. God prefers one 
of them, which leads to religious jealousy, one kills the 
other, and the victor then founds a city. While Romulus 
names the city after himself, Cain names the city after 
his son, Enoch.

Noting similarities of many other biblical stories with 
ancient myths, critics have asked Christians: isn’t the 
Bible just the work of people? Isn’t the Bible just one 
more collection of ancient mythology?

Christians have responded to this charge in a few 
different, but connected, ways. One response has been 
to say that the similarities are exaggerated, that the 
resemblances are only trifling and to be expected when 
comparing a large quantity of ancient material. C S Lewis 
offered a different response, which was that the stories of 
the Scriptures are like myth, but they are unique because 
they are also fact. Particularly with reference to the death 
and resurrection of Christ, Lewis found that it is one thing 
to say it is a moving story, and another thing altogether to 
say that this actually happened in time and space. 

The other response worth mentioning is that of historian 
and philosopher Rene Girard. Girard wrote that while the 
two stories are very similar, that’s because the Scriptures 
want to mimic ancient myths so that they can be turned 
on their head. For all the similarities between Romulus 
and Remus and Cain and Abel, there is a crucial 
difference. In the Roman story, Romulus the victor killed 
the weaker Remus. Romulus needed to do this in order 
to expel what lacked divine favour, and no Roman would 
have felt too sorry for Remus. But in Cain and Abel, the 
Bible shines light on injustice of human violence. Abel, 
the one whom God favours, is killed as an innocent 

contextcontext

1. How do you react to a charge like this? 
2. How are the stories of Romulus and Remus and Cain 

and Abel both similar and different? 
3. Can you think of other parallels between the Bible and 

mythology?

reflectreflect
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ISN’T T HE BIBLE JUST ISN’T T HE BIBLE JUST 
T HE WORK OF PEOPLE?T HE WORK OF PEOPLE?

notes

storystory
In 2006, Richard Dawkins published The God Delusion, 
laying a charge against all believers in God that their 
faith is delusional. While the book created a sensation 
(and sold millions), its basic argument was one that 
had been made for over a hundred years. In these last 
two hundred years, Western society in particular has 
grown more and more dependent on industries fuelled 
by scientific advancement. Medicine, entertainment, 
manufacturing, and transport are just some of the areas 
which have been radically changed due to scientific 
and technological progress. Riding a wave of scientific 
confidence, people like Dawkins began to believe that 
everything can be explained by the scientific method. 
While religions have found God in what we don’t know, 
scientific inquiry has answered many unknowns and will 
continue to discover explanations for other unknowns, 
destroying any need for a belief in God to fill those gaps 
in knowledge. One assumption Dawkins and others 
make is that everything has a ‘material’ explanation, 
where ‘material’ means comprised of matter. So, we 
can ultimately observe or measure or use our reason to 
comprehend everything, as science advances.

Christians responded strongly to Dawkins’ book, along 
with other books of the ‘New Atheists’. There are a 
couple of different angles to these responses.One response has been to ask whether everything 

can be fully explained by material things. Can love be 
measured? Can truth be scientifically proven? Can evil 
be studied in a laboratory? What about beauty, justice, 
dignity, hope, purpose, joy, despair, and goodness? 
Or, for that matter, what about God? Of course, these 
dimensions of life can and do reveal themselves in visible 
and material ways. Feelings of love might give off a 
neurological reaction, evil might be expressed in action. 
But the essence of these things is stubbornly invisible, 
beyond purely scientific measurement.Another connected response has been to point out that 

nearly all people in all times and places have recognised 
a spiritual realm. While Christians can affirm a true 
instinct, atheists like Dawkins need to claim that virtually 
everyone has been wrong forever. Of course, Christians 
do not affirm all religious feeling as true and God-
pleasing. But we can acknowledge even a mis-directed 
spirituality as one which is on a path that needs Christ 
to fulfil it. In this light, some Christians have pointed out 
that while many modern Westerners imagine they are 
purely scientific people, some of the bestselling books 
of the past 100 years have been The Lord of the Rings, 
Narnia, Harry Potter, and the Bible. We pretend to be 

contextcontext

1. Have you ever doubted the Bible or God due to 
science?

2. Share examples of conversations you have had with 
non-Christians about believing in science or God. 

3. What is the difference in motives between the 
arguments of an atheist and a Christian?

reflectreflect
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HAS SCIENCE DISPROVEN 
HAS SCIENCE DISPROVEN CHRIST IAN IT Y?CHRIST IAN IT Y?

notes

storystory
Does God exist? It’s hard to think of a more important 

question, and yet it’s one which we can be afraid to 

discuss. It seems too complex, too difficult, and – we say 

to ourselves – isn’t it just a matter of faith anyway? After 

all, surely no one is argued into believing in God, so faith 

has nothing to do with reason. Well, not quite. In Romans,  

St Paul writes that God’s power and divine nature can 

and have been clearly perceived by those outside God’s 

kingdom. God’s power and nature are revealed “in the 

things that have been made” (Romans 1:19-23). 

So, while God is not fully comprehended by reason, 

nevertheless all of creation bears witness to him. For this 

reason, Christians have developed some ways of showing 

how God reveals himself in creation, and how creation 

points to its Creator. Faith is putting our trust in God, 

something which only the Holy Spirit brings. Although we 

can never subject God to rational proofs, our faith is still 

part of the world God has made.

Let’s have a look at some ways that believers in God 

have presented arguments supporting (but not justifying) 

their belief. It’s important to note that these arguments 

don’t necessarily point to Christ Jesus, the one who 

reveals God the Father to us. Yet, they attest that belief 

in God makes some good sense.

One argument goes to the heart of why creation exists 

in the first place. Think about it this way: 1) Whatever 

begins to exist has a cause; 2) The universe began to 

exist, therefore, 3) the universe has a cause. 

What do you think of this argument?

Another argument goes to the human sense of right and 

wrong. If there is no God, then we’re able to determine 

our own morals. In that case, we can never really label 

anything as good or evil. If a person behaves a certain 

way, then we must just accept it. But we all experience 

things that are truly wrong, therefore there must be a 

standard set beyond us. What do you think of this one? 

Even some atheists agree with this, acknowledging that 

without God there are no objective morals.

Then there’s the argument for an innate human sense 

and feeling of the existence of something greater than 

ourselves. This can come through natural beauty, 

through music, through love, and even through evil and 

the need for a just judge. C S Lewis wrote that every 

desire we have can be met in some way. We’re hungry? 

There’s food. We’re lonely? There’s company. So, our 

innate desire for God, for eternal life, also can be met  

in God.

contextcontext

1. How do you think creation bears witness to the 

Creator? 

2. How do you think non-Christians react to creation 

bearing witness to God?

reflectreflect
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HOW CAN I BE SURE 
HOW CAN I BE SURE 

GOD EXISTS?
GOD EXISTS?

notes


