
Grow Ministries, Talking Points is a resource designed as a 
small group Bible study to encourage you on your journey in faith.

These studies are designed as a guide allowing discussion to 
organically unfold as you work through with your group. There is 
no pre-reading or planning required. 

There are three volumes available and each includes five sessions.

We pray this resource provides a wonderful opportunity to share and discuss life and faith 
together with others.Please contact Grow Ministries if you have any questions, or would like to 
know more about other resources we provide.

Blessings, T he Grow Ministries team

The format we use follows the headings: 
Story, Share, Context, Read, Talk,  
Pray and Bless.

StoryStory  – this is used to capture the 
essence of the topic. It may take the form 
of a testimony or a reflection. This allows 
participants to begin thinking about the 
main topic of discussion.

ShareShare  – choose from the selection of 
questions provided allowing participants 
to get to know one another and share 
their thoughts. You are invited to discuss 
as many questions as you would like or to 
come up with your own.

ContextContext  – provides a more in-depth 
understanding of the topic.

ReadRead  - provides the Biblical foundation. 

TalkTalk  - questions and conversation 
starters to discuss and dig into the topic 
and the Bible readings. 

In the PrayPray  and BlessBless  sections we 
provide some prayer points for you. We 
provide a blessing you can use with each 
other with at the conclusion of your session.
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Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we 

profess, for he who promised is faithful. And 

let us consider how we may spur one another 

on toward love and good deeds, not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but encouraging one another—and all 

the more as you see the Day approaching.    
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storystory
Look up the following website – Fight the New Drug   

www.ftnd.org
Discuss the three videos shown:

1. Pornography changes the wiring of the brain.  By 

viewing images that are in no way relational, our 

brains actually begin to perceive the world in an 

entirely different way.2. Pornography changes the heart.  The images of 

pornography essentially erase a human being’s ability 

to entertain effective relationships, turning most of 

our friendships and acquaintances into objects to be 

exploited rather than tuning into one of the most basic 

human needs – connection with other humans.

3. Pornography changes the world.  The statistics on 

pornography use are staggering, and knowing that 

porn changes both brains and hearts, what will the 

next decades look like?  How will marriages or families 

withstand the test?  How does this new drug, porn, 

affect the smallest to the oldest?

In the ever changing digital world, young people are cast 

adrift into the sea of distortion without motor or paddles.  

The images not only change how we look at sexuality, 

but how we look at other human beings.  
Researchers have shown that almost one hundred 

percent of young people will be exposed to 

pornography, intentionally or otherwise, by the time they 

are fifteen years of age.  This dark trend has been debated and discussed 

in some of the newest books by scientists, such as: 

Pornland: How Porn Has Hijacked Our Sexuality, by Gail 

Dines; The Porn Myth: Exposing the Reality behind the 

Fantasy of Pornography, by Matt Fradd; Your Brain on 

Porn: Internet Pornography and the Emerging Science of 

Addiction, by Gary Wilson.  

contextcontext

1. How does your contemporary community view porn?  

Is it tolerated?  Is it cast in light of ‘a bit of harmless 

fun?’  Is it said to enhance sexual relationships and/or 

marriage?  Is it sin?2. How does one fight against this new drug that is so 

prevalent in the online world?

reflectreflect
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notes

storystory
The Bible as Jewish Meditation Literature by  ‘The Bible Project’:
https://youtu.be/VhmlJBUIoLk (4.30)This is episode 4 of an ongoing series called How to Read the Bible that explores the origins, content, and purpose of the Bible. Reading the Bible wisely requires that we learn about the ancient literary styles used by the biblical authors. The Bible is a dense book that is often difficult to read. But what if the very features that make it challenging are actually invitations to a lifetime of meditation? In this video we’ll see how the Bible is the original meditation literature. You should diligently learn the Word of God and by no means imagine that you know it. Let him who is able to read take a psalm in the morning, or some other chapter of Scripture, and study it for a while. This is what I do. When I get up in the morning, I pray and recite the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer with the children, adding any one of the psalms. I do this only to keep myself well acquainted with these matters, and I do not want to let the mildew of the notion grow that I know them well enough. The devil is a greater rascal than you think he is. You do as yet not know what sort of fellow he is and what a desperate rogue you are. His definite design is to get you tired of the Word and in this way to draw you away from it. This is his aim.  Martin Luther

Nothing is more effectual against the devil, the world, the flesh, and all evil thoughts than to occupy oneself with the Word of God, talk about it and meditate on it . . .  For this reason alone you should eagerly read, recite, ponder and practice the Catechism, even if the only blessing and benefit you ob-tain from it is to rout the devil and evil thoughts. For he cannot bear to hear God’s Word. God’s Word is not like some empty tale, such as the one about Dietrich of Bern, but as St. Paul says in Romans 1:16, it is “the power of God,” indeed, the power of God which burns the devil and gives us immeasur-able strength, comfort, and help. Book of Concord

contextcontext

1. Discuss the video.
2. Who gave you your first Bible?3. When do you read you Bible? How often do you find time to study the Bible?

reflectreflect
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notes

storystory
Facebook requests a profile picture when you open an 
account, to help identify you to others. If you have an 
account, talk about how you chose which photo to use. 

Jesus came to announce to us that an identity based 
on success, popularity and power is a false identity - an 
illusion! Loudly and clearly he says: ‘You are not what the 
world makes you; but you are children of God.’ 
Henri J.M. Nouwen

contextcontext
1. Think of five attributes that make you, you?
2. Do you think your identity is your choice, given to you, 

or a combination?

reflectreflect
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notes readread
Discuss what each of the readings show you about your 
identity. 

Romans 3:23 
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
and all are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 

Galations 3:26-27 
So, in Christ Jesus you are all children of God 
through faith, for all of you who were baptised into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

Mark 1:9-11 
At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee 
and was baptised by John in the Jordan. Just as 
Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw 
heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending 
on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: 
‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.’ 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come. The old has gone, the new is here! 

storystory
And above all, you must be asking which door is the 
true one; not which pleases you best by its paint and 
panelling…the question should never be: ‘Do I like that 
kind of service?’ but ‘Are these doctrines true: Is holiness 
there? Does my conscience move me towards this? Is my 
reluctance to move to this door due to my pride, or my 
mere taste, or my personal dislike for this particular door-
keeper? 
C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

The New Testament gives us a vision of God’s people 
united as one in Jesus, but it also describes a church 
that is not very united. From the beginning there were 
divisions and arguments amongst the followers of Jesus. 
And yet despite all of this there has only ever been and 
will only ever be one church. We are all children of God 
and members of the kingdom of heaven. We are united 
not in our common knowledge or a common purpose 
but in our submission to Jesus our King. The history of Christianity has been one of fragmentation. In 1054 there was a great split between 

the Eastern (Orthodox) church and the Western (Catholic) 
Church. Then in 1517 there was another great split at the 
time of the Reformation. Coming out of the Reformation 
were four major divisions or traditions which separated 
from the Catholic Church in the west. They are Lutheran, 
Reformed, Anabaptist and Anglican. Today there are 
many different denominations who have fragmented from 
each of these major divisions, including the Baptists, 
Presbyterians, Methodists, Church of Christ, Salvation 
Army, Pentecostal and others. It should also be said that 
there are cults and other false religions which claim to be 
Christian but are not.
Divisions came about because of differences in our 
understanding of the scriptures and how we practise 
our faith. Sometimes we have disagreements about 
things that don’t seem all that important but most of 
these divisions relate to important church teachings (e.g. 
different denominations disagree about the meaning 
and purpose of baptism). Despite these differences the 
core doctrines of our belief remain for the most part the 
same. We worship the same Triune God and we can all 
confess the Apostles Creed together. We all teach that 
Jesus taught us to love one another and that he has won 
salvation for us through his death and resurrection. 

contextcontext

How many different denominations have you had 
personal experience with? 

Briefly describe some of the surprises, joys and 
difficulties you experienced when you have related to, or 
worshipped with, people of different denominations. 
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storystory
Do you know what it means to be a refugee? 

Refugees are people fleeing conflict or persecution. 

They are defined and protected in international law, 

and must not be expelled or returned to situations 

where their life and freedom are at risk. (as defined by 

the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees)

Do not be proud, of race, face, place or grace.  

Charles Spurgeon 

God does not show favouritism. Romans 2:11  

God’s will is that we show love to the weak, the 

powerless, and the stranger because our hearts have 

first been filled and transformed by the love, forgiveness, 

healing and help we’ve received from him through Jesus. 

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 

love one another. 1 John 4:11

contextcontext

1. What is Australia’s culture? 

2. Discuss how you think Australians embrace cultural 

diversity.

3. Discuss the statement that “we are the lucky country.” 

Do you still think we are?

4. How do we embrace our own indigenous culture? 

What issues are indigenous peoples still facing? 

(If you’re interested there is a four part study for 

churches available on www.australianstogether.org.au)
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readread
Matthew 25:31-46 

1. Discuss why Western culture rewards popularity, 

riches and power.  

2. How can we live out the call Jesus gives us in the 

reading from Matthew? 

3. Read Micah 6:8 and Leviticus 19:34 - how do you live 

these verses out in your own life and circumstance?

4. How can we love and defend cultural diversity in 

Australia without compromising our own belief and 

faith? 

5. Do our church communities embrace our country’s 

diversity? If so, how? If not, discuss the barriers that 

prevent embracing of diversity.

6. Discuss how mission trips are usually overseas - what 

about the mission in our own communities? 

talktalk


